September 14, 2009 Moniteau County lost a true steward of the land, Don Schmidt.   Don graduated from Tipton High School in 1963 and entered the army.   On In 1968 he married Pam Franken of Tipton.   After graduating from CMSU they moved to Pacific MO with Don working at the Alton Box Board Company.   In 1973 Don and Pam realized that they were not “city” people and returned to Moniteau County to begin his farming career with his father-in-law, Fred Franken, later branching out on his own.  

      Don and Pam raised their children; Kris, Stacy, and Holly on Don’s family farm in Tipton, which was initially, purchased by Don’s parents Walker and Lucille Schmidt in the 1950’s.   Pam still resides on the farm.    Don was also a community man as well.  He attended St. Andrew’s Catholic Church and was always in the background helping where he could in community events. 

      Don was happiest when his family was together on the farm, especially his seven grandchildren.   He recently bought a new John Deere tractor, with a “buddy seat” to give rides to the kids.   He loved outside cookouts and taking the kids on 4-wheeler and Ranger rides.   The kids, large and small, especially loved the combine rides.

      Don and Pam own 951 acres, 422 of those acres are in CRP and Quail Strips.  One of Don’s favorite comments was: “Let’s torment this land!” and that always lead to improving the land with conservation practices.  Over the years Don constructed 9 acres of waterways, 34,000 feet of terraces, and 575 feet of diversions, decommissioned 2 wells and used conservation tillage on all of his cropland.   He also worked with MDC and did Quail Strips in native plants.   Don not only crop farmed but also raised hogs and cattle for twenty-five years.

      Don loved every acre that he owned and used every means possible to mold it into the most it could be.  Just typical Don! 
