FACT SHEET FOR LEWIS SWCD COST-SHARE

· Landowner must have a conservation plan approved by the board and land must meet cost-share 
    eligibility requirements to receive state cost-share funds.
· Landowner or operator must call or come in the office to sign up for cost-share.  If operator signs up 
     for a landowner, must have landowner approval before any assistance will be provided.  
· Technicians will need to look at site and determine if site is eligible for cost-share.   
· Landowner and/or his representative will need to be present at beginning of survey and end of 
           survey. Landowner and/or operator MUST sign Survey Approval Sheet.
· Do NOT begin construction until you receive the construction plans or you will lose cost-share  

           assistance.
· If landowner does not want to wait for technicians to survey, landowner may hire surveyor to do the  

           surveying. Technicians will need to look at site to determine if it is eligible for cost share.  
           Technicians will also need to approve the terrace layout. Terrace layout must meet NRCS 
           Standards and Specifications. Surveying is NOT an eligible cost share component.
· After the practice has been designed and the application approved by the SWCD Supervisors, 2 sets 
     of the construction plans will be given or mailed to landowner or designated person.  Landowner  

     may NOW start the practice.  Landowner is responsible for hiring a contractor (contractor’s list  

     available).
· Pre-construction meeting is required for all new contractors not familiar with NRCS specifications   

and standards and for all structures over $15,000 construction costs.
· Landowner should review construction plans with contractor before beginning construction.
· After construction has been completed, it is the landowner’s responsibility to make sure the practice is 

             checked out and checkout notes are submitted to the district office.
· Technical personnel will spot check practice after checkout notes have been received.  Notification is

             required after completion of seeding, mulching, fence, etc.
· The landowner MUST pay all expenses for the practice before the cost share claim can be issued.  All bills 
            must be marked paid with check number and claim certified by SWCD Supervisor by the termination 
            date stated on the application. 
· Landowners may receive cost share on labor, straw and hedge posts by completing a certification 
            worksheet.   Earthwork bills needs to show the start date.
· If seeding is an eligible component, a seed tag showing purity & germination percent is required.  
              Lime tickets need to show the ENM (effective neutralizing material).  Prices need to show cost 
              per foot, acre, hours, pounds, etc. Tickets need the check number & date paid.  If cash, vendors’
            FULL signature is required. 
· All components of the conservation practices have maintenance requirements for the life of the practice.    

              (Terraces, structures and waterways are 10 years).

· A maximum of $15,000 cost-share per landowner over a two year period (i.e., FY06 landowner receives $7,000, FY07 landowner is eligible for $8,000 or FY06 landowner receives $15,000, landowner is not eligible for cost-share in FY07).

· If you sell your land during the maintenance life where your cost share practice is located you must make sure that the conservation practice is transferred with the deed or you will be held liable for any 

                maintenance violations.

