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As the leaf of the June 
calendar turned over into 
July,  so followed the 
State Cost-Share Program 
into Fiscal Year 2012.   

In FY 2011, thirty-four 
practices were put on the 
land in Jackson County, 
spending $156,758.06 and 
saving 6,851 tons of soil 
over a ten year period.   
The state cost-share pro-
gram is an incentive pro-
gram to help landowners 
stop erosion on their land.  
The program is funded 
with one-tenth of a per-
cent  sales tax revenue, 
shared with Parks and 
Recreation,  administered 
through the Department of Natural Resources. 

 Jackson County SWCD’s allocation for FY 12  is as follows: 
NUTRIENT & PEST MANAGEMENT    $11,010.00 

SENSITIVE AREAS           $9,450.00 

SHEET AND RILL/GULLY EROSION       $101,734.00 

WOODLAND EROSION                  $700.00 

If you have erosion on your property and have production off the land, call the district 
office for an appointment for a technician to see if there is an erosion control  practice 
suitable for you.  If there is eligibility you will be put on the list of landowners interested 
in cost-share.  A Vendor form will  need to be filled out for landowner’s to receive a 1099 
at the end of the year and to insure the electronic deposit of your Cost-Share payment.   
Please provide a copy of your 2010 property tax receipt, as the contract needs to be writ-
ten as the property is titled. 

For landowners already on the list, it is important to contact the district office when your 
crops are harvested, so technicians can get the prac-
tice surveyed and designed.  Contact a contractor 
but DO NOT start until all documents are signed 
and approvals met.   

It is the district’s policy, not to approve a contract 
until the contractor is ready to start the practice.  
Due to busy contractors and the weather, we try to 
avoid projects not getting on the land, because of 
funds being tied up that other landowner’s could 
have used.  

For more information, e-mail: 
linda.struewe@swcd.mo.gov or call the district  
office at 816-228-1836 x 3. 
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    Calling all Women!  Come take charge of your future at the 17th Annual Women in Agri-
culture State Conference, September 12-14, 2011 at the  Isle of Capri Casino Hotel in 
Boonville.  

Come join the fun and informative tours at Warm Springs Ranch—Home of the Budweiser 
Clydesdale Horses, Starr Pines Christmas Tree Farm, and lunch at historic Arrow Rock. 

 

Guest speakers include: 

Senator Jean Carnahan  

Charlie Hopper—Marketing Specialist 
for Agribusiness Development with the 
MO Department of Agriculture 

Vera Massey—Stress Management 

Teresa Snow—Anchor, KRCG News 

 

Workshops include: 

How to Prepare your Child for the Future 

Forest Management and Your Economic Returns 

Basic Beekeeping 

Pesticide Safety 

Growing Your Own Herbs 

 

If you’d like to join other women of Missouri, call Linda at 816-228-1836 x 3 or email:  
linda.struewe@swcd.mo.gov for a brochure and registration form. 

SECRETS HIDDEN IN SOIL 
Soil means different things to different people.  Earth scientists see soil as mineral or organic material that is formed on Earth’s sur-
face by dynamic, complex processes.  Engineers think of soil as material to build on and are concerned with moisture conditions and 
the ability of soil to become compacted and hold weight.  Agriculturalists think of soil as the top 15-30 cm of Earth’s surface to grow 
crops, while others think of soil as dirt which one plays in or gets “dirty” from. 

Soil scientists, or pedologists, are primarily interested in the way the five soil forming factors (parent material, climate, topography, 
organisms, and time) affect the properties of the soil in its natural, undisturbed state.  However, Forensic Geologists study soil that 
has been disturbed or moved during human activity, to solve crimes.  Forensic Geologists obtain soil samples from crime scenes and 
other sites in question where soil may have been transported, by vehicle or by foot perhaps, and are suspect.  Soil characteristics are 
diverse and this diversity enables Forensic Geologists to use soils as evidence in criminal investi-
gations. 

Soil profiles and their horizons change as you move across a landscape, and also change as you 
move downward deeper into the soil at one location.  In fact, soil samples taken at the surface may 
have entirely different characteristics and appearances from soil dug deeper in the soil profile.  
One common reason soil horizons are different as you dig deeper is because of mixing of organic 
material in the upper horizons and weathering and leaching in the lower horizons.  Erosion, depo-
sition, and other forms of disturbance might also affect the way a soil profile looks at a  particular 
location. 

Now, you may be wondering how many soil types are in existence.  The United States Depart-
ment of Agriculture (USDA) maps and collects soil data at many different scales.  According to 
the USDA, there are over 50,000 different varieties of soil in the United States alone! 

What does soil mean to you?  Inspect your soil to find  “Secrets Hidden in Your Soil”. 
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Pembroke Hill Envirothon Team Does It Again! 

“Essentially, all life depends upon the soil …  There can be no life without soil 
and no soil without life; they have evolved together.”    
                                                                    Charles E. Kellogg                                               

Congratulation, and thanks go to the Pembroke Hill High School Envirothon Team for representing Missouri, in the 2011 Canon Envi-
rothon, July 24-29 at Mount Allison University in Sackville, New Brunswick, Canada.  This is the third year the hard working team and 
their coach SueAnn Wright have had the privilege of attending the North American Environmental Competition. 

The team won 11th place overall out of 54 teams.  More than 
270 high school students from 45 U.S. states and Canada par-
ticipated in North America’s largest high school environ-
mental education competition, testing their knowledge on 
various environmental issues and resource conservation, 
while competing for a share of over $125,000 in scholarships 
and Canon products. 

To gain this honor the team must first be one of the top three 
teams in their regional Envirothon to be invited to the State 
Competition.  The first place winners at State earn the privi-
lege to attend the National competition. 

Each team is made up of five students who compete in cate-
gories including aquatics, ecology, forestry, soil and land use, 
and wildlife.  Each year an additional topic is included that is 
based upon a current environmental issue.  For 2011, the topic 
was salt and freshwater estuaries. 

The team led by Captain Austin Caldwell also received Pem-
broke’s first ever Canon Station Award by placing First 
among the other teams at the Aquatic Ecology Station. 

The Jackson County Soil and Water District, thank this team   
for representing our County, and for their devotion throughout the school year and summer. We know it takes a lot of dedication to make 
this commitment.  Just being in the presence of these exceptional young men and their coach, you can feel their unity, excitement, and 
wealth of knowledge.   

THANK YOU—SUEANN, AUSTIN, FOSTER, HOSAIN, RILEY, JEFFREY and RYAN 

The 2012 Canon  Envirothon competition will be held at Susquehanna University in Selinsgrove, Pennsylvania.  For more information  on 
the KC Region Envirothon, email:  jeremy.soucy@mdc.mo.gov or call Jeremy at 816-759-7300 x 1136. 

 

Pembroke Hill High School Envirothon Team:  Left to right:  Coach, SueAnn Wright, Hosain Ghassemi, Austin Cald-
well (Captain), Foster Honeck, Jeffrey Rubel, Riley Sloan and Ryan Hrinya 

EXCITING! BREAKING NEWS! 
The Jackson County Soil and Water Conservation District is proud to announce our new learn-
ing tool for all ages.  “THE INFLATABLE SOIL TUNNEL”.  The soil tunnel was made 
possible by an info/ed grant through the Department of Natural Resources.  The tunnel is in 
production at the present time and will be similar to the soil tunnel pictured.  

The tunnel is inflatable for mobility and storage.  The district is looking forward to going to 
schools and to your event so you can experience “The World Below the Tree  Roots”. 

The tunnel will be made available to other Soil and Water Districts in Missouri.  Look for more 
information in the next newsletter. 

Be watching for “the world below the 
tree roots” in your area, soon! 



 

JACKSON COUNTY SOIL AND WATER 

CONSERVATION DISTRICT 

 

 

 

The Conservation Courier Newsletter carries the message of 
natural resource conservation to rural and urban Jackson 

County.  To receive a quarterly e-mail notice listing new topics, 
just e-mail linda.struewe@swcd.mo.gov with your request  

1974 NW Copper Oaks Circle 
Blue Springs, MO 64015-8300 

Phone:  816-228-1836, 
Extension 3 

Conservation Districts 
Conserving America 

JACKSON COUNTY SOIL AND WATER 
CONSERVATION DISTRICT 

1974 NW Copper Oaks Circle 
Blue Springs, MO 64015-8300 

To: 

Conservation Courier Newsletter  

NONDISCRIMINATION STATEMENT 

The Jackson County Soil and Water Conservation District prohibits discrimina-
tion in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, 
age, disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental 
status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic information, political beliefs, reprisal, 
or because all or a part of an individual's income is derived from any public as-
sistance program.  (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.)  Persons with 
disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program informa-
tion (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA's TARGET Center 
at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD).  To file a complaint of discrimination write to 
USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., Wash-
ington, D.C. 20250-9410 or call (800) 795-3272 (voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TDD).  
USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.  

This newsletter is funded by the Parks, Soils 
and Water Sales Tax through the Missouri 

Department of Natural Resources. 

Fax:  816-229-2384 

E-mail:  linda.struewe@swcd.mo.gov 
  

Please deliver by —  August 16 

mailto:bill.bohnert@swcd.mo.gov?subject=Conservation%20Courier�
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