No-Till Drills

The Howell County Soil and Water Conservation District has a new No-Till Drill available for the landowners to rent. A No-Till Drill is used to plant grass seed with no seedbed preparation, allowing you to use it in an existing stand of grass. It opens the ground, placing the seed at the intended depth, and then brings the soil back to cover up the seed. The use of this type of drill is beneficial to the land and the landowner. When drilling into an existing stand of grass and not disturbing the ground, there is a minimal chance of soil erosion, unlike conventional tilling methods. By using a No-Till drill, the landowner does not have to make numerous trips across the field, plowing, disking, and sowing the seed.  
 The new drill is a 6 ft Great Plains, which was made available through a $7,000 matching grant with the National Wild Turkey Federation. The Great Plains Drill gives area landowners the capability to plant prairie type warm season grasses and with its narrower width is also very well suited for planting food plots on hard to reach places on the farm without using conventional tilling methods. 

The district also has two 10 ft Haybuster No-Till Drills for the landowners to rent. The cost to rent a drill is eight dollars an acre, with a fifty dollar minimum charge to use the drill. The drills can be picked up and hauled on the highway by a drop pin hitch. The district personnel will explain the basic operations of the drill at the time of rental. 

If you are interested in using one of the drills or finding out more about them, please call 417-256-7117 Ext. 3. 

