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State Cost-Share Program

The Howell County Soil and Water Conservation District’s Cost Share Program provides funds to assist eligible landowners in developing a planned Grazing System. Funds for the programs are provided by the one tenth of one percent Missouri Parks and Soils Sales Tax and are administered by the Missouri Department of Natural Resources. This state-funded program provides cost-share assistance for pipelines, water tanks and cross fencing. If approved, you can be reimbursed up to the lesser of 75% of your actual cost or the current county average costs. New funding is received yearly on July 1st and landowners would have until the following June to complete all practices. 
Program Requirements/Restrictions

· The owner/manager must have attended an approved grazing school. 
· The minimum fertility requirements of each soil and test must be met at the landowner’s own expense.
· Attaching a cost shared well to a residence is prohibited. 
· The total cost-share is limited to the lesser of $90 per acre or $13,500. 
· A maximum of $3500 per farm can be spent on the construction of a water well. The $3500 limit is exempted from the $90 per acre maximum but included in the $13,500 practice maximum. 
Federal Cost-Share Program–Environmental Quality Incentive Program (EQIP)

EQIP is a federally funded program that provides cost-share assistance for the pipelines, water tanks, and cross fencing as part of a grazing system. EQIP is a competitive program and has an annual signup period in the fall of each year. Applicants compete with other Howell County landowners for limited funding. Applicants are scored based on the number of natural resources concerns that they address. Approved applications will receive cost-share reimbursement at a rate of 50 percent. Contracts are typically drawn up for 5 years but can be extended longer depending on the landowner’s goals. 

Program Requirements/Restrictions

· Attaching a cost-shared well to a residence is permitted. 

· There is not a per acre cost-share maximum. 

· Grazing School attendance is encouraged but not required. 

· EQIP is very competitive and only a handful of landowners are approved every year. 

· EQIP can also cost-share on other components such as wildlife habitat development, seeding to improve forage quality, brush management and practices to address soil erosion. 
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