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Dear Landowner, 

The Howell County Soil and Water Conservation District would like to take this time to inform you about the district and how to get involved in Soil and Water Conservation. The Soil and Water Conservation Districts were formed for the purpose of conserving and protecting soil and water. All programs are funded by the current 1/10% soils and parks sales tax. This one 1/10% sales tax supports state parks and soil and water conservation efforts. Consistent funding from the tax has allowed the Missouri Department of Natural Resources to maintain and upgrade Missouri’s state parks to better serve the needs of visitors and protect the resources. The soils side of this tax promotes good farming practices that keep the soil on the fields, which conserves farmland productivity and prevents soil from polluting Missouri water.  


On eligible land, you may receive up to 75% of the state average cost to install the conservation practice. Attached is the list of practices that our county pays on and how you find out if your land is eligible. 


The Howell County Soil and Water Conservation District also has two No-Till Drills for rent throughout the year. The cost to rent a drill is eight dollars an acre, with a $50 minimum and deposit to use a drill. The drill can be picked up at the USDA Office during office hours and hauled on the highway by a drop pin hitch. The district personnel will show the basic operations for the drill. When drilling, a minimum of sixty horse power is needed. On average, a person can complete ten to fifteen acres a day. 


The Howell County District works alongside with the Natural Resources Conservation Services to help address your conservation concerns. These agencies can develop a conservation plan for your farm, design a pasture rotation system, and develop or enhance wildlife habitat. 


Our technical services are available free of charge to Howell County landowners. Please feel free to call the office at (417)-256-7117 or stop by the office to visit. 

Jamie Kurtz, NRCS  
Scott Cline, SWCD
 Brad McKee, MDC
Amber Comstock, SWCD
Resource Conservationist    District Technician
 Private Land Specialist
  District Manager  
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Sincerely, 

The Howell County Soil and Water Conservation District Board and Staff

An Equal Opportunity Provider and Employer
3210 Hoover Dr. • West Plains, Missouri 65775 • (417) 256-7117
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