3rd Annual Natural Resource and Forage Conference

The Howell County Soil and Water Conservation District sponsored the 3rd Annual Natural Resource and Forage Conference on March 6th. It was held at the West Plains Civic Center, where we had a full afternoon of presentations on a variety of different topics. Thirty-nine people attended the meetings to hear presentations on: legumes, fertilizer, hunting, dairy grazing, replacement heifers, and hay. The attendants were very eager to learn. Many of the sessions went longer than scheduled because there were so many questions that they wanted to get answered. 
We invited numerous speakers, including a well known author and teacher, Dr. Garry Lacefield from University of Kentucky Extension. The attendants received a book he helped co-author, Southern Forages. They also received other publications donated by the University of Kentucky Extension and Missouri Department of Conservation. The list of speakers at the forage conference also included: Justin Sexten, Tony Rickard, and Will McClain all from the University of Missouri Extension; Grant Woods a Wildlife Biologist; and Mark Kennedy, the local Grassland Specialist with NRCS. 
Many local businesses supported the conference by donating items for a door prize drawing. The attendants who stayed for dinner were given the chance to win the door prizes. The businesses that donated included: West Plains Vet, Tyree’s Fertilizer, Proffitt-Way Fertilizer, FCS Financial, Larson Farm and Lawn, MFA West Plains, Gro-Mor Fertilizer, Hirsch Feed, Richards Brothers-Mountain View, Richards Brothers- West Plains and Green Seed. The attendants walked away with items such as a solar fence charger, bags of fescue, gift certificates, etc. 
In addition to the thirty-nine people that attended the conference, we also invited the local poster contest winners and their families to attend. In the fall, the Howell County Soil and Water Conservation District gathered information materials on all different aspects of soil erosion and water protection.  Every 4th grader in the public school system, in Howell County, received an information packet and was also encouraged to participate in our local poster contest. One-hundred and twenty 4th graders from Howell County participated in the “Water is Life” poster contest. The district awarded the top three from each school and one top winner with trophies and dinner at the conference. Ten out of twelve of the winners attended with their families. Among the schools that participated were: Richards, Glenwood, Junction Hill, West Plains, and we received one poster from Fairview. The winners from Glenwood were Melinda Lee, Mariah Dale, and Levi Garrison. The winners from Junction Hill were the top winner, Allison Kimbrough, Kasey Doss, and Josh Taylor. The West Plains winners were Aubrey Burcham, McKenzie Barker, and Krystal Foster. The Richards winners were Brianna Coker, Madyson Vonallmen, and Alexis Welch. Many of the families were very appreciative of the invitation and enjoyed the presentation. 
The Howell County Soil and Water Conservation District would like to thank everyone that attended the conference, the businesses that donated, and the speakers for their time. We hope that you will continue to attend and support the conference. 
