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COST-SHARE PROGRAM EXPANDS


  FY10 Cost-Share Season Underway…


The Cost-Share Program is a state funded program which provides financial incentives to landowners for installing erosion reduction practices. This funding comes from the 1/10th of 1% Parks and Soils Sales tax. 





During recent cost-share sign-ups, 146 Holt County landowners applied for FY10 cost-share assistance. Holt County’s FY10 allocation includes $356,690.07 for the traditional Sheet and Rill & Gully Erosion resource concern as well as $2,475.00 for Nutrient Management, $1,031.25 for Pest Management and $1,367.85 for Irrigation Management which are newly identified resource concerns for Holt County. 


  Resource Concerns for Holt County…


Sheet & Rill/Gully Erosion�- Purpose: To control soil erosion, prevent or reduce water pollution, and reduce agricultural nonpoint sources of pollution. This includes Terraces, Water and Sediment Control Basins, Waterways, Diversions, and Underground Outlet�- Incentive Payment: 75% Cost-share up to $10,000 ($15,000 for summer projects)


Irrigation Management – NEW!�- Purpose: Efficiently convey and distribute irrigation water to the point of application without causing excessive erosion, water losses, or reduction in water quality.�- Incentive Payment: 75% Cost-share up to $10,000 ($15,000 for summer projects)


Nutrient Management – NEW!�- Purpose: To provide operators an incentive to encourage the adoption of new management techniques and/or technologies for applying commercial fertilizer. (The definition of operator for the purpose of this practice is an individual farming the land that incurred the expense of the commercial fertilizer.)�- Incentive Payment: $30 per-acre per-year, not to exceed three (3) years of payments with a limit of $4,500 per year, per operator.


 Pest Management – NEW!�- Purpose: To provide operators an incentive to help minimize chemical entry of contaminants to ground and surface water by properly following a pest management plan. The pest management plan should assist the producer in determining whether, when, and how an application should occur for the crop.                             - Incentive Payment: $15 per-acre per-year, not to exceed three (3) years of payments with a limit of $2,500 per year, per operator.





















































CONSERVATION STEWARDSHIP PROGRAM


 CSP Sign-Up…


The Conservation Stewardship Program (CSP) is a voluntary conservation program that provides financial and technical assistance to conserve and enhance soil, water, air and related natural resources on the applicant’s land.  The program provides equitable access to all producers, regardless of operation size, crops produced, or geographic location.  In order to be eligible, applicants must be labeled as the operator on the farm in the USDA office, have documented control of the land for the length of the proposed contract, include all eligible land in their entire operation, and be in compliance with the highly erodible land and wetland conservation provisions.


 


CSP provides participants with two possible types of payments.  An annual payment is available for installing new conservation activities and maintaining existing activities.  A supplemental payment may be earned by participants receiving an annual payment who also adopt a resource-conserving crop rotation.  Through 5-year contracts, payments will be made as soon as practical after October of each year for contract activities installed and maintained in the previous year.  This sign up period runs August 10th through September 30th, but will be available again.   Please feel free to come in or call your local NRCS office for more details, or visit � HYPERLINK "http://www.mo.nrcs.usda.gov" ��www.mo.nrcs.usda.gov� .








 








SERECIA LESPEDEZA SPREADS


 


  MDC Advises Control…





Serecia lespedeza is an eastern Asia import, and was first planted in the United States in 1896 by the North Carolina Agricultural Experiment Station. The USDA tested it in 1924 in Virginia. It was perceived to have value for erosion control, hay and for wildlife usage. Serecia lespedeza has also been used as a roadside planting. The plant is slow to establish, but very difficult to eradicate. The plant itself is a shrubby, deciduous perennial about 2 to 5 feet tall. Stems can be single or clustered. New growth each year comes from buds located in the crown which is located 1 to 3 inches below ground. The stems are densely covered with ¼ to 1 inch long leaves. Serecia lespedeza usually flowers in early September in our area. Flower color is yellowish-white. Established plants eliminate competing vegetation by shading and emitting allopathic chemicals which inhibit seed germination and growth of other plants. In addition, the plant’s high water requirements can cause drought like conditions for other plants around it. Using these defenses, Serecia lespedeza is able to invade native prairies and pastures. One single stem of Serecia lespedeza can produce 1000 seeds which are believed to survive up to 20 years in the soil. 





The best control is to use the herbicide triclopyr in June and July and metsofuron in September. Always follow label directions. Care must be taken to avoid spraying slender lespedeza which grows native in our area, and is a beneficial plant. For more information or help with identifying Serecia lespedeza, contact Jim Pierson, MDC Private Land Conservationist at 660-442-3173 ext. 114.
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 NEEDS ASSESSMENT FOR FY11 


  Landowner Input Vital for Cost-Share $...





The state cost-share allocation for FY11 will be based on a needs assessment-a comprehensive, multi-year report-that the district must submit to the State Commission.  





To accurately reflect the expanding cost-share needs of Holt County, district staff must determine the number of landowners (including estimated acreage amounts) interested in participating in the newly identified resource concern areas. 





To report your interest in cost-share assistance for Nutrient, Pest and/or Irrigation Management for FY11, or for further information please contact Miles Smith (660-442-3173 Ext 111) by October 1st.  

















      SWCD Board of Supervisors            





            Bruce Biermann, Chairman 


          Mark Dudeck, Vice Chairman 


            Wayne Flanary, Secretary 


              Wayne Heck, Treasurer 
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The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic information, political beliefs, reprisal, or because all or part of an individual’s income is derived from any public assistance program. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at  (202) 720-2600 (Voice and TDD). To file a complain of Discrimination, write to USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW., Washington, DC 20250-9410, or call (800) 795-3272 ( voice) or (202)720-6382 (TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.  








Monday – Thursday


7:30 – 4:30


Friday


7:30 – 4:00
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 NRCS Hosting Public Meeting…


The USDA’s Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) is hosting public meetings throughout Missouri to help landowners learn more about the new Conservation Stewardship Program (CSP). One of the meetings will be at 10:00 am, Tuesday, September 22nd at Fairfax Community Room located at the bottom of Main Street.





Chris Rader, NRCS district conservationist, says NRCS will try to accommodate attendees who might have special needs, such as an interpreter or signer. She asks that anyone with a special request call (660)442-3173 with as much advance notice as possible.














