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FY 2012 COST-SHARE ALLOCATION 


Holt SWCD is tentatively scheduled to receive cost-share funds for FY12 in the following resource concerns:  


Sheet, Rill & Gully – $329,043.00   ($62,468.00 Advanced Allocation)  


Irrigation – $18,000.00 


Nutrient – $6423.00  


SIGN UP DATES FOR FY12:    


Nutrient- Continuous Sign Up ($20/acre not to exceed $10,000 lifetime)  


Irrigation- Continuous Sign Up (Limit of 4 Pivots) Contracts board approved after 7-15-11


Advanced- 3-1-11 ($10,000 limit, begin work prior to 7-1-11, but can not be paid until after 7-1-11) Landowners with layout already submitted and on the waiting list will first be funded in date order (dependant upon their contractor’s availability). 


Summer -July ($15,000 limit, begin work after approximately 7-15, must be completed within 60 days (not to exceed 10-1) 


Fall - August ($10,000 limit) 





 








NUTRIENT AND IRRIGATION MANAGEMENT 





Holt SWCD’s has cost-share funding available for both irrigation and nutrient management practices.


 


N442 Irrigation System, Sprinkler – Cost-share is authorized for replacement of existing sprinklers or nozzles with those that increase system efficiency, limited to 75% of the state average cost and four pivots per cooperator and/or farm.  





N590 Nutrient Management –Cost-share incentive payment is up to $20.00 per acre with a lifetime practice maximum of $10,000 for contracts approved between January 1 and April 15, 2011.





Please contact our office for further information.    








For additional information regarding 


district programs, services and activities, 


please visit our website at:


www.swcd.mo.gov/holt
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Regina Young, SWCD District Program Specialist II
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Chris Rader, NRCS District Conservationist


Ridge Yates, NRCS Soil Conservation Technician


Karl Anderson, NRCS Soil Conservationist


Jim Pierson, MDC Private Land Conservationist








EQIP (ENVIRONMENTAL INCENTIVE PROGRAM) INITIATIVES


Cost Share dollars are available for various structural and management practices in these separate fund pools.





High Tunnel –Signup end date March 4, 2011


Seasonal high tunnels are structures made of plastic or metal pipe covered with plastic sheeting.  Unlike greenhouses, they require no energy, relying on natural sunlight to modify the climate inside to create favorable conditions for growing vegetables and other specialty crops.





Organic—Signup end date March 4, 2011


Assist producers plan and implement conservation practices that address natural resource concerns in ways that are consistent with organic production.  Eligible producers include those certified through USDA’s National Organic Program, those transitioning to certified organic production, and those who meet organic standards but are exempt from certification because their gross annual organic sales are less than $5,000.





Soil Quality—Signup end date March 25, 2011


Missouri NRCS plans to provide financial assistance to eligible producers who agree to implement specific suites of practices to address soil quality concerns.  There are two levels in this initiative:  Level 1--the applicant most complete 100% no-till and add 2 cover crops to the enrolled acres in a 3 year period.  Level 2:  Must do the same as Level 1 and add an additional crop rotation, using a different crop type than you are already using.  





Not programs for everyone, but if interested to hear more, please contact the NRCS office.   























HOLT SWCD SEEKS FUNDING 





The Holt SWCD recently submitted a proposal requesting $1,080,000 in Federal funding through the Cooperative Conservation Partnership Initiative (CCPI).  If approved, the funding will assist producers of Holt County with the implementation of conservation practices that address soil and water quality resource concerns (Terraces, Underground Tile Outlets, Water and Sediment Control Basins, and Cover Crops) through individual EQIP contracts over a 3 year period.  





CCPI is a voluntary conservation initiative authorized by section 2707 of the Food, Conservation, and Energy Act of 2008 that enables the use of certain NRCS conservation programs, combined with resources from eligible partners, to provide financial and technical assistance to owners and operators. 





There is up to $16 million available nationwide through CCPI-EQIP for NRCS FY11 (October 1, 2010 to September 30, 2011). 

















CRP GENERAL SIGNUP


March 14, 2011 through April 15, 2011





General Signup 41 is being implemented to accept offers on environmentally sensitive acres for new 10 to 15 year contracts.  This signup is expected to be highly competitive.  If interested, please visit or call your local FSA office for more information. 

















The proposal outlines an estimated contribution of $1,181,500 from Holt SWCD and MO DNR via partner investment through Cost-Share funded practices, administrative and technical assistance, and outreach. 





Proposal approvals are expected to be announced sometime in March.  If approved, CCPI-EQIP signups are tentatively scheduled for April 1 through May 1, 2011.  











COOPERATORS’ WORKSHOP


A Cooperators’ Workshop will be held on March 15, 2011 at the Squaw Creek Wildlife Refuge Headquarters for area landowners, operators and contractors. Agenda items include an overview of district programs and activities including cost-share information for FY12 and practice lay-out and check-out requirements.  Cooperators (landowners, operators and contractors) who participate in state cost-share should plan to attend.  








USDA WEATHER VARIANCE 





During 2010 growing season, areas of Missouri received excessive rainfall amounts.  Nearly every county in northern Missouri received 7” or more rainfall than normal.  Farmers were forced to complete harvest under extreme wet conditions.  The excessive moisture caused rutted up fields and loss of residue.  Operators will have to decide how to maintain their approved conservation system during planting season.  The NRCS District Conservationist can grant a temporary variance due to excessive rainfall available for 2011 to allow farmers to restore affected areas to pre-vent conditions prior to planting and avoid noncompliance.  All tracts granted this variance will be placed on the 2012 compliance review list.  It is very important that the NRCS office is notified prior to beginning intended field work.   








RENTAL EQUIPMENT


The Holt County Soil & Water Conservation District has the following rental equipment available for non- commercial use:    


Hurricane Ditcher - $400.00 deposit, $400.00 per day. 


Mulcher - $400.00 deposit, $100.00 per day.


10’ No-Till Drill - $400.00 deposit, $60.00 per day  plus $8.00 per acre.  


Time computation is based on time equipment is in user’s possession, not actual time used.  Time computation begins when the equipment is picked up at the SWCD office and ends when the equipment is returned to the SWCD office.  Pick-up and return must be during business hours.  





*Equipment users are financially responsible for any/all damages upon the return of equipment.


To reserve equipment, please contact Travis Kent, District Technician/Equipment Manager.

















FY 2011 SUPPLEMENTAL COST-SHARE ALLOCATION 


Holt SWCD received an additional $27,000 in cost-share funds for sheet, rill & gully resource concern for FY11.  The Office of Administration allowed additional funds to districts that obligated their funds early in the fiscal year. This was the second supplemental cost-share allocation received by Holt SWCD for sheet, rill & gully for FY11 bringing the total funding to $375,374.64. Landowners with layout already submitted and on the waiting list will first be funded in date order (dependant upon their contractor’s availability). 





CONTRACTORS’ WORKSHOP





A Contractors’ Workshop was held at Scheib Drainage Products on February 10.  Informational highlights for area contractors included: 





A reminder that Holt County SWCD maintains a Contractor Lay-out policy; the contractor of landowner’s choice will survey the conservation practice.  





NRCS/SWCD technical field assistance will be provided via a ‘Work Commitment’ Sign-Up process on a first-come, first-serve basis.  (Note: Engineering Designs waiting completion will take precedence over requests for technical assistance in the field). 





Layout notes must contain all required information before technicians will begin the design process.  Layout notes must be legible and contain correct hub elevations, indicate the drop in elevation from inlets to outlet, show tile lengths and a map sketch of location relevant to known point. 


All surveys are required to be closed upon completion. Layout notes that do not contain closed surveys will be returned to the contractor.  


Submission of the contractors checkout notes must include a completed Conservation Practice Installation Check form (MO-ENG-C74) and Tile Installation Checkout Sheet. 


Landowners must certify that earthmoving for the practice will be started by the contractor indicated on the Contractors Authorization form within 10 business days of board approval of the contract


Only the components and quantities approved on the cost-share contract may be reimbursed.  If an error or discrepancy is found on the engineering design or cost-share contract, you must contact the office prior to making any changes that will alter the components. Unauthorized changes may result in cancelation of the cost-share contract. 

















2011 FOOD SECURITY ACT COMPLIANCE STATUS REVIEWS





The Natural Resources Conservation Service of the U. S. Department of Agriculture, as part of its responsibility in carrying the conservation provisions of the Food Security Act (FSA) of 1985, as amended, conducts compliance status reviews on a random selection of USDA program participants.  Those that have been selected will be notified by letter early this spring.  You are not required to be present during the status review, but you are certainly welcome.  In order to review your farming practices the intended crop for this year needs to be planted.  


Compliance reviews are conducted to ensure that farms receiving commodity payments are implementing and/or maintaining conservation practices. Status reviews are conducted on highly erodible (HEL) and wetlands (WET) designated farm tracts.





Farms with tracts found to be in non-compliance with the provisions are subject to revocation of certain USDA benefits in the crop year of the non-compliance violations, and for any future years until the USDA participant has fully applied and maintained, and/or restored the areas or tracts where the violations had been found.











SUPERVISORS’ ELECTION


The Holt County Soil & Water Conservation District will hold an election for one supervisor, each, in Area 2 (Clay, Hickory and Nodaway) and Area 4 (Bigelow, Minton, Benton) on March 15, 2011


from 8:45 am to 11:00 pm at the Squaw Creek National Wildlife Refuge Headquarters, Mound City, MO and from 12:00 pm to 6:00 pm at the Holt County Soil & Water Conservation District, 118 W Davis St., Mound City, MO. 


  


Nominating committees for the election have submitted names of the following qualifying candidates:  Area 2 – Brad Kurtz, Oregon, Area 4 -  Bruce Biermann, Mound City. 


Any qualifying candidate not nominated by the committee may have their name added to the ballot if they reside in one of the two areas where an election is to be held and have secured at least ten (10) signatures of land representatives in the territory they wish to represent on a petition and submit the petition to the Holt County Soil & Water Conservation District board of supervisors at least ten (10) days before the election. 


All eligible land representatives within the Holt SWCD may vote. Each eligible voter may cast only 1 vote regardless of the number of farms owned.  A farm owned by a firm or corporation may cast 1 vote.  A farm owned by a partnership or jointly by husband and wife may cast 2 votes.  Land representatives voting by power of attorney must produce a copy of the authorization.   











ELECTION JUDGES NEEDED


In accordance with the polling requirements of the election procedures for Missouri SWCD’s, three (3) residents of the Holt SWCD are required to serve as election judges during established polling hours.





Polling hours for the March 15, 2011 election are from 8:45 am to 11:00 pm at the Squaw Creek National Wildlife Refuge Headquarters, Mound City, MO and from 12:00 pm to 6:00 pm at the Holt County Soil & Water Conservation District, 118 W Davis St., Mound City, MO.  





Please contact our office if you would like to volunteer as an election judge for all or part of the polling hours.  











The Cost-Share Program is a state funded program which provides financial incentives to landowners for installing erosion reduction practices. This funding comes from the 1/10th of 1% parks, soils and water sales tax.








Monday – Thursday


7:30 – 4:30


Friday


7:30 – 4:00





The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic information, political beliefs, reprisal, or because all or part of an individual’s income is derived from any public assistance program. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at  (202) 720-2600 (Voice and TDD). To file a complain of Discrimination, write to USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW., Washington, DC 20250-9410, or call (800) 795-3272 ( voice) or (202)720-6382 (TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.  
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