HOLT SWCD AWARDED FEDERAL FUNDING - CCPI 

USDA Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack announced that a proposal submitted by the Holt Soil and Water Conservation District in January, 2011 was one of 31 proposals from 11 states to be awarded funding through the Cooperative Conservation Partnership Initiative (CCPI).  CCPI helps producers create natural resource benefits such as clean air, clean water, productive soils and abundant wildlife on their operations.  “CCPI’s unique partnership allows USDA to use the resources and capabilities of non-federal partners as well as its own technical and financial resources to implement conservation on working farms, ranches, and forest lands,” Vilsack said. 

Holt Soil and Water Conservation District was recently notified that they were approved for $360,000 in funding for 2011 to assist producers of Holt County with the implementation of conservation practices that address soil and water quality resource concerns.  These practices include Terraces, Underground Tile Outlets, Water and Sediment Control Basins, and Cover Crops. Holt SWCD Program Specialist, Regina Young said that the SWCD Board of Supervisors and staff are very pleased that they were able to obtain this federal funding to assist area landowners.  Young added that as state budgets become more strained, Holt County Soil & Water Conservation District will continue to seek funding opportunities like CCPI. 

CCPI is administered by USDA’s Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) through three existing programs – the Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP), the Conservation Stewardship Program (CSP), and the Wildlife Habitat Incentive Program (WHIP)-to leverage additional services and resources from non-federal partners.  States with approved proposals this fiscal year are Arizona, California, Colorado, Idaho, Indiana, Maryland, Missouri, New York, Oregon, Virginia and Washington. 

Holt SWCD’s proposal requested $1,080,000 in Federal funding over a 3 year period through individual CCPI-EQIP contracts. The proposal outlined an estimated contribution of $1,181,500 from Holt SWCD and Missouri Department of Natural Resources via partner investment through Cost-Share funded practices, administrative and technical assistance, and outreach. 

Those entities eligible to submit CCPI proposals included federally recognized Indian tribes, state and local units of government, producer associations, farmer cooperatives, higher education institutions, and nongovernmental organizations with a history of working cooperatively with producers.  Partner proposals were selected competitively based on previously identified criteria.  
Included with the proposal from Holt SWCD were letters of support from The University of Missouri Holt County Extension Center, US Fish and Wildlife Service Squaw Creek National Wildlife Refuge, Missouri Land Improvement Contractors Association, and Missouri Department of Conservation. 

Interested landowners may now contact the SWCD/NRCS office.  Sign ups will be accepted until July 7, 2011 at which time all eligible applications will undergo the ranking process. Applications for 2011 funding must be finalized by August 15. 
Additional information about CCPI is available at:  

http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/ccpi/index.html 
