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Only a year and half  left on the Pomme De Terre SALT Project. 


Take advantage of the extra Cost-Share money allotted for this project while it last. If you have land in this area, give us a call at 745-6613.





District Cost-share Programs: Cost-Share Money for Hickory County Land-Owners is still available for FY- 10. 


Don’t forget, the cost-share practices that were only available in the SALT areas in the past are now county wide. Spring Development, Riparian Buffer, Stream Protection and Well Decommissioning are a few of the most popular SALT practices implemented over the years. 


Stop by for information on our district practices or for help with developing a conservation plan for your land or call 417-745-6613.

















Hickory County SWCD Rental Equipment


2 10' Great Plains No-Till Drills  -- $7.50/acre


Small Bale Mulcher -- $35/day 


Adams 750 lb. Capacity Spreader -- $35/day


2 Wylie Sprayers, 500 Gal. Boom-Less -- $50/day  


Pasture Harrow -- $50/day


For more information call 417-745-6613 - ext-101.








LIVESTOCK INDEMNITY PROGRAM


The USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) in Hermitage has been able to help out some of the local livestock producers with their animal losses during the harsh, adverse weather this winter.  The Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP) provides payment for eligible livestock deaths during adverse weather events.  It is important that producers keep written records of both natural and adverse weather livestock deaths.  Adverse weather events might involve extreme cold and ice, winter storms, floods, lightning strikes, etc.  Producers are required to inform FSA within 30 days of each occurrence, either by phone (745-6496) or by visiting the office.


This is an ongoing program and tracks livestock deaths by calendar year – from January through December.  Please call us when you have losses, so we can let you know what information you will need to gather to make application for this program.


FARM STORAGE FACILITY LOANS AVAILABLE


The USDA Farm Service Agency Farm Storage Facility Loan Program (FSFL) provides low-interest financing for producers to build or upgrade farm storage for crops, hay and some other commodities.  Loan terms are available for 7, 10 or 12 years, depending upon the amount of the loan.  These low-interest loans are at a fixed-interest which makes them particularly attractive.  Come by the office and we can provide more information to you.


DCP / ACRE SIGNUP FOR 2010


Enrollment is underway for 2010 Direct & Counter Cyclical Program.  Producers with farms having base-acres eligible for payment need to come by and sign-up.  This ongoing program provides payments in October, although you may also request a 22% advance.





The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in its programs on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, religion, age, disability, political beliefs and marital or family status. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audio tape, etc.) should contact the USDA Office of Communications at (202) 720-5881 (voice) or (202) 720-7808 (TDD).To file a complaint, write the Secretary of Agriculture, U.S. Department of Agriculture, Washington, D.C. 20250, or call (202 ) 720-7327 (voice) or (202) 720-1127 (TDD)











Calendar of Events


Hickory Co. SWCD Board Meetings – The third Thursday of each month 


FOR MORE INFORMATION STOP BY THE OFFICE OR CALL 417-745-6613














HICKORY CO. SWCD SUPERVISORS


Carl Button – Chairman


Paul Rains – Vice Chairman


Bill Gunter – Treasurer


Brie Menjoulet – Secretary, MU Extension


Tim Logan – Member 


DISTRICT PERSONNEL


Duane Mackey – SALT Technician


Larry McLain – District Manager


Karen Stokes – SALT Technician


NRCS PERSONNEL


David Wright – District Conservationist 


Chris Hoeme - Resource Conservationist






























































HICKORY COUNTY SOIL AND WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT


OFFICE  LOCATION  -   East Side of the Square in Hermitage, Mo.


Phone  417-745-6613    Fax  417-745-6894





700 Gal Tank
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Free Aerial Photographs of Property Available Online 


Whether you're a landowner, a hunter, an outdoor enthusiast, there is a useful and free resource available via the Internet from the University of Missouri's Center for Agricultural Resources and Environmental Systems.


In addition to aerial photographs, the website also offers other data like topography, watersheds, geology, census information, crop and livestock numbers. To access the maps, go to � HYPERLINK "http://maproom.missouri.edu" �http://maproom.missouri.edu� then click on the Interactive Maps (New Version) and go through the three step process.
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2010 is the Year to Make Your Home Energy Efficient


The need to take control of tight budgets can start right at home according to Jeff Barber, a housing and environmental design specialist with University of Missouri Extension.


"In 2010, homeowners can take advantage of several financial incentives to save tax dollars, capture rebates and begin years of savings on their energy dollars with many inexpensive energy-saving home improvements," said Barber.


The first incentive, a federal tax credit of 30 percent of the cost of energy-efficiency upgrades for existing homes up to $1,500, is available through Dec. 31, 2010. Qualifying products include insulation, weatherization products, roofing materials, windows, doors and HVAC equipment. Look for the Energy Star logo, consult the IRS for guidelines and use Tax Form 5695 on your federal return.


Second, the Missouri Department of Natural Resources' Energy Center will receive $5,672,000 in federal funds from the U.S. Department of Energy to help Missouri citizens purchase energy-efficient appliances. DNR plans to launch the "Energize Missouri" appliance rebate program April 19, 2010, to run concurrently with the "Show Me Green ENERGY STAR Sales Tax Holiday," providing both a rebate and state sales tax savings.  Several electric cooperatives and utility companies are offering on-going rebates also. Many require that the homes have an energy audit and offer assistance for this. Check with your local electric provider to see what incentives are available.


Finally, your local community action corporation is offering a weatherization program that is cost-free for low-income homeowners. Income guidelines for qualifying have increased to 200 percent from 150 percent of the federal poverty level, meaning households with higher incomes can now qualify. 


Missouri received $128 million from the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act for this program. Average annual energy savings equal $358 in the first-year for households in the program provided by the Ozarks Area Community Action Corporation.


According to national averages, weatherization returns $1.65 in direct energy-related benefits for every $1 invested. Another $1.07 is returned in other benefits such as reducing pollution, unemployment, and adverse health concerns, raising the national average return to $2.72 for each dollar spent.


For more information on these incentive programs, energy conservation, building materials, appliances or home HVAC equipment, visit the nearest University of Missouri Extension Center, go online to � HYPERLINK "http://extension.missouri.edu" �http://extension.missouri.edu�, or contact Jeff Barber at the Greene County Extension Center in Springfield at (417) 862-9284 or � HYPERLINK "mailto:barberj@missouri.edu" �barberj@missouri.edu�.





Hickory Co. SWCD Equipment Rental Rates





No-Till Drills - $7.50 per Acre.


Seeder and Fertilizer Spreader - $35.00 per Day.


Small Bale Mulcher - $35.00 per Day.


Sprayers - $50.00 per Day.


Pasture Harrow - $50.00 per Day.












































NRCS Financial Assistance Supports Organic Growers, High Tunnels


COLUMBIA, MO – The Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) has $1.2 million to help Missouri farmers produce organic products, and another $150,000 for a pilot project to introduce all growers to high tunnel structures that extend the growing season for crops. Call The District Conservationist, David Wright to find out if you might qualify for assistance at 417 745 6613.
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Grassland Workshop Cont.





Web Soil Survey: This is an extremely useful Website tool for landowners that wish to find more information on their soils and create maps of their property. It is user friendly and provides producers and others electronic access to relevant soil related information needed to make management decisions.
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District Cost-share Programs: 


Stop by for information on our district practices or for help with developing a conservation plan for your land or call 417 745-6613.


Original Eligible cost-share practices are:





DSL-1 Pasture and Hayland Planting


DSL-2 Permanent Vegetative Cover Improvement


DSP-2 Pasture Enhancement


DSP-3 Planned Grazing System - (Additional Information on Policy Changes for this Practice on Page 2)


DWC-1 Water Impoundment Reservoirs (pond)


DWP-3 Sod Waterway


Additional Cost-Share Practices Now Available   to all Landowners in Hickory County


DSL-11 Permanent Vegetative cover - Critical Areas


N-391 Riparian Forest Buffer


WQ-10 Stream Protection


DSL-20 Filter Strips


N-386 Field Borders


C-050 Alternative Watering System


C-650 Stream Bank Stabilization


N-595 Pest Management


N-312 Waste Management


N-633 Waste Utilization


N-634 Manure Transfer


N-472 Use Exclusion


N-351 Well Decommissioning


N-574 Spring Development


DFR-4 Forest Plantation


Federal cost-share programs


There are several new Federal  Programs available this year.  For more information contact David Wright (NRCS) at 417-745-6613.





Grassland Management Workshop - March 20, 2010


The St. Clair Co. SWCD has scheduled its 3rd Grassland Management workshop for March 20th.  It will begin at 9:00 am and you should be there by 8:30 to get registered.  Our speaker this year will be Walt Davis from southeastern Oklahoma.  Walt grew up on ranches in Oklahoma and Texas working with cattle, sheep and goats.  He attended Texas A&M College where he completed a BS degree in animal husbandry.  He practices a “lower input” and more sustainable program.  This practice has resulted in an operation that is both more profitable and more stable.  He has taught numerous seminars on this philosophy.  Come join us for a very interesting day of learning.  Please call the St. Clair Co. SWCD at 417-646-8108 ext. 3 and RSVP so we have a headcount for the provided lunch.  It will be held at the Osceola Assembly of God Church in Osceola.  It will be over at 3:00 p.m.
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