Kurrelmeyer Farm Visit a Complete Success
 

The Gasconade County Soil & Water Conservation District (GCSWCD) sponsored their 11th 4th Grade Field Days at the Dennis & Brenda Kurrelmeyer Farm on September 28th and 29th.  This was the 7th year that Brenda and Dennis have hosted this event.  The weather was wonderful and 194 children and their teachers had great fun learning.

 

Each station was 20 minutes in length and staffed by professionals from the Natural Resource Conservation Service (NRCS), Farm Service Agency (FSA), Missouri Department of Conservation (MDC), University of Missouri Extension (UME), Soil & Water Conservation District (SWCD), Gasconade County Farm Bureau (GCFB), and numerous volunteers.

· At the Forestry site, MDC Forester Becky Matney gave the children insight into the different products that come from trees, the different tools a forester might use, and they played a game on timber stand improvement.

· Mike Cook, NRCS Soil Scientist, and his volunteer helper Theresa Cook taught the children about the different types of rocks and minerals that are found in Missouri.  He explained how they were used by Native Americans and people today.

· NRCS Engineer Wally Corey, GCSWCD District Technician II Terry DuBois, and volunteer Glen Boettcher gave a presentation on GPS systems and the contours of the land.  The children got to use the GPS systems to find specific locations that had been previously marked.

· The Aquatics site was manned by MDC Fisheries Biologist Scott Williams and MDC Private Lands Conservationist Kyle Lairmore.  They gave a detailed description of the "shocking" boat that MDC uses to determine the species of fish in a particular area of water. They discussed safety as well as benefits. The great thrill was for the children to hold those giant "large" mouth bass and to touch the rubbery whiskers of the catfish.

· GCFB representative Nick Roberts was assisted by volunteers Nick Baxter and Marilyn Rademacher.  They discussed the different equipment to be found on the farm and how to be safe around them.  The children had opportunity to see what happens when you don't tell someone where you are and what happens when you get to close to a PTO shaft.

· FSA Program Technician Brenda Kurrelmeyer and NRCS District Conservationist Melinda Barch played word games to teach the children about the different grasses, forbs, and roots of plants.

· UME County Program Director/4-H Youth Specialist Robin Kliethermes, Retired NRCS volunteer Connie Doerr, and Crawford County SWCD District Manager Fannie Lea presented the soils site.  Robin presented the Enviroscape activity in order to teach about watersheds and how everything is effected by our actions and Connie and Fannie shared time talking about the different covers found on our soil and which ones protect it from erosion.  They also showed how the layers of the earth filter the impurities from the water before it reaches the ground water.

· Lastly, the children discussed different bio-degradable items, such as soybean made packing peanuts with FSA Program Technician Debbie Nowack and FSA County Executive Director Kate Gerlemann.  UME Nutrition Program Associate Debbie Raaf talked about the different animals that were available to see and pet/hold and what role they play in the food chain.  Of course, everyone had a good time holding and petting all of the animals.  Volunteers, Laura Yurs and Shelly Lottmann where on hand to assist with the animals.  Young Jaden Gerlemann was on hand both days to assist with keeping the puppies in their pens. The animals were provided by Ron & Krista Hardecke, Dennis & Brenda Kurrelmeyer, Dennis & Lois Shirk, Grover & Diana Mayfield, Sheila & Greg Hamm, and Cody Strobel.

· Gasconade County MDC Conservation Agent Jason Eikermann came by around lunch time to discuss the different animals that are found living in Missouri and how to be safe around them. He had many exciting furs to show us.

Over the course of the two days, several volunteers came to cook lunch for us.  They were: Jerome & Carolyn Winthorst, Dennis Berger, Mike Haeffner, Ron & Krista Hardecke, Russell Seifert, Jerry Lairmore, Margaret & Larry Duncan, Cathy Shoemaker and one anonymous fellow.  Dennis & Brenda Kurrelmeyer graciously provided everyone with an ice cream treat at the end of the day.

 

The day was sponsored by the GCSWCD, however, we could not have done it without the generous donations of the following organizations:  Hermann - Calvin's Distributing Company, Loutre's Market, Village Market, Save-A-Lot,  People's Savings Bank; Owensville - Community Bank, Legends Bank, Regions Bank, First Bank, Orschlen's, VFW, Lions;  Belle - Kingsford Charcoal, Mace's Supermarket and Bockting Equipment of Morrison.  

