
October: 

 Evaluate the thistle situation and apply needed herbicide to fields with 

severe infestation. This needs to be done while the plants are actively 

growing. 

 Continue to allow fescue to stockpile. The longer the delay in using the 

fescue, the more hay-on-the-stump will accumulate. 

 

November: 

 Start planning ahead for next year. Identify weak links in the system. What 

can be done to grow better forage longer? What will make the system 

easier to manage? 

 Start using stockpiled fescue. Allow livestock access to one to three days 

of forage at a time. 

 To improve winter feeding efficiency, test forages before feeding begins. 

 At the start of winter feeding, separate the herd into lactating and dry 

cows and give the best quality pastures to the cows with calves. 

 Prepare water systems for the freezing weather. 

 Check with the Farm Service Agency and the Soil and Water  

Conservation District for available cost-share assistance in forage 

program improvements. 

 

December: 

 Continue to use stockpiled forage. Use fescue wisely and it should be 

adequate for beef cows until late February or early March. 

 Take soil tests and start planning for next year’s growing season. 

Remember: grass is the primary crop and what is done this year will have 

an impact on next year’s production. 

 Feed hay stored outside first before the quality starts to decline. 

What can your Soil and Water Conservation District do for you? 

The Christian County Soil and Water Conservation District (SWCD) and partners have the ability to 

help you make your farm as productive and efficient as you want it to be. Through our various cost 

share programs, rental equipment and free technical assistance we are here to help you.  SWCD’s 

are funded by a one-tenth-of-one percent parks, soils, and water sales tax which is shared by the 

Department of Natural Resources, Soil and Water Conservation Program and the Division of State 

Parks. Cost share practices include Permanent Vegetative Cover Establishment or improvement, 

Planned Grazing Systems, Nutrient and Pest Management, and Water Quality programs. Most state 

program pay up to 75% of the state average cost or a per acre incentive. 

Contact our office at 581-2719  or www.swcd.mo.gov/christian to see how we can help you. 
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 Are you considering adding trees to your farm?  Whether they are serving as a 

windbreak around the homestead, providing shade for livestock, buffering a creek, or 

providing a future income from the timber growing on the back forty, trees can be an 

important component on the farm.  As we enter the fall season, it’s a great time to plan for 

this component. 

 

 Successful tree plantings start with a plan.  This plan should take into consideration 

location (soils), competing vegetation, species desired, light and moisture requirements, 

and expected size at maturity in order to avoid potential problems with nearby structures 

and underground/overhead utilities. 

 

 Site preparation is the first step in establishing trees.  Here in the Ozarks, that usually 

means eradicating fescue.  On large plantings this is easily accomplished by a couple 

applications of glyphosate where the trees will be planted; once in the fall and then spring, 

prior to planting.  Large area plantings usually use bare root stock, which can be ordered at 

a minimal price through Missouri Department of Conservation’s (MDC) George White 

Nursery.  They begin accepting orders in November through the end of planting season.  

Order early to ensure supply is available of the trees you desire.  Trees are delivered to your 

door via postal service between January and May.  You specify when you would like to 

receive them. 

 

 Trees are planted in early spring either by hand or by machine for larger blocks.  

Machine planters can be borrowed from MDC at no charge.  They do require a tractor to 

pull them.  Bare root seedlings usually establish with little maintenance.  Mowing to keep 

competing vegetation down, mulching, and supplemental watering can be helpful for the 

first couple of years.  After this period, the trees have established a good root system and 

some height and are able to take of themselves. 

 

 As mentioned, trees can be a benefit on the farm in various functions.  Both, Natural 

Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) and your local Soil and Water Conservation District 

may have cost share programs available to assist in establishing trees for windbreak, 

riparian buffers, and forest improvement.  NRCS also has a forester that can assist you in 

your planning needs and address any other forest issues that you may have.  Contact your 

local NRCS or SWCD field office if you are interested in finding out more information.  

Start Planning Now for Tree Planting in the Spring! 

By: Robert DeMoss, NRCS Area Forester 



Calendar of Events 

 

2015 Southwest Missouri 

Regional Grazing Schools: 
 

Springfield, MO 
October 20, 21, 22 (daytime) 

Contact: Greene County SWCD 

417-831-5246 ext 3 

 

For information about other schools around the state, visit the Missouri 

Forage and Grassland Council website at: http://mofgc.org/index.html 

 

 

 

 

EQIP Sign Up: 
(Environmental Quality Incentives Program) 

 

November 20, 2015 
First cut-off date to apply for fiscal 2016 funds 

        Sam Schaumann - Billings   Chair 

       Tim Maples - Spokane    Vice-Chair                     

       Joe Rozell - Garrison    Treasurer    

       Vacant- UMC Extension   Secretary   

       Tom Humble - Sparta    Member 

SWCD Board of Supervisors 



The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in its programs on the basis of race, color, national origin, 

sex, religion, age, disability, political beliefs and marital or familial status.  (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.)  Persons with 

disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should 

contact USDA’s TARGET Center at 202-720-2600 (voice and TDD) 

 

To file a complaint, write the Secretary of Agriculture, U.S. Department of Agriculture, Washington, D.C., 20250, or call 1-800-245-6340 

(voice) or (202) 720-1127 (TDD).  USDA is an equal employment opportunity employer. 

Christian County Equipment Rental 
 

 

 No-Till Drill: 3-10 ft. Haybuster, No-Till Drills; $10.00 per acre with a 10 acre 

minimum charge and a $20 delivery fee.  All equipment listed above is 

delivered and picked up. 

 Spinning Jenny: $75 refundable deposit 

 Ground Rod Driver: $100 refundable deposit 

 Broadcast Seeder for ATV: Electric motor; $100 refundable deposit 

 Soil Auger: $70 refundable deposit 

 Burn Equipment: $70 refundable deposit, requires an approved burn plan 

 Gasoline Powered “T” Post Driver: Rent at a rate of $50 per weekday, $100 

per weekend or $175 for five consecutive weekdays.  

Christian County SWCD 

1786 S. 16th Ave., Ste 102 

Ozark, MO 65721 

417-581-2719 ext. 3 

417-581-3863 fax 

www.swcd.mo.gov/christian 


