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Make Your Own Earthworm Farm

Materials Neoded

r 2 G}m& ﬁftwn éxﬁhpﬂm m dee;& mﬂtﬂzmrs
3, Soil to fill the containers
4, Dry plant material

Steps

1. Fill containers with soll. Fill one or two dighpans or deep containers
with soil. Do Aot Use peat aiwd do Aot tse soil with much sand—it is rough
on the skin of worms, Ouf;h! Fhie soit should be kept moist, but not soggy.
Moisten the soil slowdy, If needed. It is-a good ideato punch & drain hiole:
in{he dishpam io make :mre m water stays at the boftom.

2. Add earthworms. Put the earthworms on the surface of the sollin
ans pan. The other pan can be used to see what Rappens to the soil

hout eaithworms, Be sure the worms get plery of darkness every day
s0 they can work at the surface. If the contgiiner has clear sides, keep

1t covered most of the fime fo prevent algae growih. The sides can be
uncovared biriefly each day or for a whole day otcasianally.

Caution: A sick worfh can infact and kil the whole bunch. Avoid this by
remaving dead worms quickly (il possible), and by starting with healthy
® worine. They should be plump, quick-foving, and show no physical damags.

3. Sprinkie diy plant material on the surface. Use dry leaves, grass
clippings, or plant material from your yard of a nearby field. Make a
single thiny layer leavifg Some soif visible. ¥ you use two pans, be
sure both have the same lype and amount of material,

4, Watch what happens. Once a day, for at least a week, 1ake a

~ look in the pan 16 see it anything changes. Look for burrow openings,
WOrm pocg, and the disappearance of plant materigl, The worms will
bury the piant material in the soil anid also mix the soil,

For fuithel infcrmation, s-mai Content Mandger BLM Soil Scientist Bil Ypsilantis
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